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Children at Home 


Billy’s Sacrifice 


Founded on fact 
By Sara Shields 


ILLY WATT rushed home from 
Sunday school to tell his mother 
the good news ‘that he had been chosen 
to go to the mission summer camp. 
For years Mr. Bell, the mission gsu- 
perintendent, had worked and prayed, 
together with his staff, to get a summer 
camp, so the poor children who at- 
tended the mission might be able to 
get away for a holiday. A Christian 
lady had given her summer cottage to 
the mission, and a camp was started 
on a small scale. 

Billy Watt had never been away 
from the city, even for a day, in all his 
eight years. He lived with his mother 
on a crowded, noisy, little street. The 
previous year a mission worker had in- 
vited them to attend the mission hall. 
That was the beginning of a new life 
for both Billy and his mother, because 
they began to attend the mission and 
very soon afterward they found the 
Lord Jesus as their Saviour and friend. 

Mrs. Watt earned the living for her- 
self and little boy, and although she 
had only known the Lord a short time, 
she was busy for Him on her street. 
Already she had been the means of 
getting several other mothers to attend 
the mission, and to send their children 
to Sunday school. 

Among these was a little lame boy 
named Teddy. He had no father or 
mother, but lived with his grandpar- 
ents. Billy Watt called for Teddy 
every Sunday, and although it was only 
a short distance to the mission hall it 
took the boys quite a time to get there. 
Often when Teddy’s leg was very pain- 
ful, gallant little Billy carried him on 
his back. A beautiful friendship had 
sprung up between the two boys. 

Billy felt that Jesus had sent the 
little lame boy for him to help, and 
was very anxious to be a true friend 
to him. Teddy, on the other hand, 
loved Billy with all his heart. No- 
body in all his lonely little life had 
shown him the love Billy had. Billy 
was the first person to make Teddy 
feel that Jesus loved him. 

Mr. Bell said he was sorry they had 
to close the list of names for camp, but 
he hoped next summer to be able to 
take all the children from the mission. 

How Billy wished Teddy could go! 
He said to his mother, “Mother, if I 
‘shouldn’t go, to camp, maybe there 
would be room for Teddy.” 

“Why, Billy,” replied his mother, “I 
thought you wanted so much to go to 
camp.” 

Billy’s lip trembled, but he manfully 
tried to control it, as he answered, “Oh, 
I do, Mother, but Teddy needs to go 
more than I do, and his leg is worse 
now. I think Jesus wants me to let 
Teddy go in my place.” 

When Billy’s loving sacrifice became 
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known at the mission, Mr. Bell and the 
other workers decided that Billy must 
go with his friend Teddy. God used 
Billy’s deed to send a greater concern 
among the mission workers for the souls 
of people in that needy district. 

The first one to accept Christ as Sav- 
iour at the Camp was Teddy. 

Later that autumn, when the mission 
superintendent was guest speaker at a 
church, he told the story of Billy and 
Teddy, and a well-known doctor in the 
congregation offered to examine Teddy’s 
leg. 

A few weeks later Teddy was home 
from the hospital and could run and 
play like other children. One day Mrs. 
Watt overheard him say to Billy, “Oh, 
Billy, I have a lot of things now: Jesus, 
and you, and the mission, and my leg 
all right again. You and me can work 
hard now to get other kids for the mis- 
sion, so they cdn learn about Jesus, too.” 
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Another Alaska Tour 
Next Summer 


O SOONER has one Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour ended than inquiries 
begin to come in asking when the next 
Alaska tour will be scheduled. THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times is glad to an- 
nounce therefore that another wonder- 
ful tour to Alaska has been arranged. 
This is the twenty-first such tour and 
it will again include some of the most 
exciting and wonderful scenic attrac- 
tions in Canada and the United States. 
Leaving Chicago on July 5, the party 
will travel to Seattle on the fine “Vista 
Dome” streamlined North Coast Limited 
train of the Northern Pacific Ry. Fora 
time the route will lie along the’ great 
Mississippi, the “Father of Waters.” It 
will pass through the American Rockies, 
crossing the Continental Divide east 
of Butte, Mont. After arriving in Seat- 
tle, there will be time for sightseeing in 
that fine, thriving city and then a day 
and a night will be spent on Mt. Rainier, 
stopping at the delightful Paradise Inn. 
The party will return to Seattle for 
overnight ‘again at the city’s finest hotel, 
the Olympic. 

Two days and two nights will be 
spent ‘in beautiful Victoria, B. C., with 
accommodations at the regal Empress 
Hotel. Fine sightseeing tours have 
been arranged, including the world 
famous Butchard’s Gardens. Many at- 
tractive shops are in Vietoria, from 
which exquisite English china, fine 
British woolens, and leather goods may 
be had. Any purchases not over a to- 
tal of $200 may be brought into the 
United States free of duty. 

The Canadian Pacific’s S.S. Princess 
Louise will be boarded at Vancouver, 
B. C., for an eight-day cruise along the 
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quiét Inland Waterway. to Skagway, 
Alaska, stopping at interesting towns 
along the way. Beautiful mountain 
scenery along this unusual route will 
leave unforgettable memories to be en- 
joyed in reflection over and over again. 
From Skagway, a narrow-gauge rail- 
road will take the party northward 
into British Columbia and Yukon Ter- 
ritory to Carcross. 

On the return trip, by way of the 
Canadian Pacific Ry., Lake Louise and 
Emerald Lake will be visited, with 
lunch and dinner at the splendid 
Chateau Lake Louise and two days and 
two nights at the imposing Banff 
Springs Hotel. 

The tour will return to Chicago on 
July 25. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a di- 
rector of the Times, accompanied by 
Mrs. Jaeger, will be with the party 
throughout, and a card addressed to 
him in care of the Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, will bring to you a colorful 
illustrated folder giving costs and all 
other details of the trip. 
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Lesson 11.—Before Governors and Kings. 
Acts 24 to 26. 
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Acceptance 


By Elizabeth H. Battram 


“What I do thou knowest not now; but thou 
shalt know hereafter’ (John 13:7). 


A ccepted! 
I take 


This hurting thing, and bear it for Thy 
sake: 

Nor bear it only, but in Thy dear name, 

Thy strength, Thy power to love it, Lord, 
I claim. 

To love it, till from struggles, pain, 
and tears, 

The likeness of Thy life in me appears, 

To love it till the Cross becomes a 


From Thy hand, my Lord, 


crown 
That, one day, at Thy feet I may lay 
down. 
Accepted! From Thy hand, this thing 


I take, 
Lord, make it glorious for Thine own 
name’s sake! 


4 
Heart Attitude 


It seems clear from Scripture that 
motive more than anything else is the 
determining factor in divine value 
judgments. God is less interested in 
what we do or fail to do than He is in 
the true attitude of our heart toward 
Himself and His will. He assesses our 
actions not so much in terms of their 
success and outward significance as by 
what they represent in our relation- 
ship to Him. It was in the heart of 
King David to build a house for the 
Lord—the Temple. Materials and fur- 
nishings were collected doubtless at con- 
siderable personal sacrifice. However, 
David himself never did build the 
house for God, yet God accepted the 
will for the deed. It was David's 
thought, the desire of his heart, his 
Motive that counted with God. The 








rich and the poor were making their 
offerings toward the support of the 
Temple and its worship in the days of 
our Lord. Christ singled out one 
woman for notice and commendation. 
Her offering amounted practically to 
nothing, yet Christ said that, in God’s 
sight, she had given more than anyone 
else; more than the donors of the large 
checks and great contributions. Why? 
Because the gifts of the rich repre- 
sented little or nothing compared to 
their great possessions. In reality their 
giving neither affected them nor their 
way of life. Their donations did not 
indicate a heart of devotion toward 
God. The mite of the widow repre- 
sented her all given to God. Christ 
judged the gift not in terms of its size 
or amount, but by what it represented. 
So it is that God judges our actions— 
not alone by the deed itself but also 
by the motive, the heart attitude that 
prompts the deed and by what it rep- 
resents. A Fundamentalist earnestly 
contends for the Faith. He denounces 
apostasy. He calls for separation from 
compromise and heresy. He quotes 
Scripture to justify his action. God 
looks at his heart and asks why, what 
is the motive? Is he moved by pure 
love of God and His truth? Is his 
heart filled with bitterness and hate 
toward those he denounces? Is he at 
heart a schismatic? Or is he a true 
shepherd of the flock, guarding the 
sheep from the wolves? A missionary 
is serving the Lord far from home, in 
the regions beyond. Why? Is it out 
of constraint of the love of the Lord 
Jesus, in obedience to His will, for His 
glory? Or could it be that for him the 
mission field was an easy way out; an 
escape from an impossible situation at 
home? Does he find security working 
in a mission station, instead of the buf- 
feting and challenge of a wicked and 
unbelieving world? What is the deep 
underlying motive in his vocation? A 
lady is zealous and regular, almost to 
the point of an unscriptural legality, 
in her church attendance. She is on 
time, in her place twice every Sunday 





and at the Wednesday evening prayer 
meeting each week. Why?. Because 
she is essentially self-righteous, like the 
Pharisee who went up to the Temple 
to pray? Because she is proud of the 
example she is setting to all? Because 
she is a power and influence in the 
church? Or is she in her place out of 
love for her Lord, as with trembling 
joy she praises and worships Him upon 
the knees of her heart. The student is 
careful about his testimony before 
others. He has his mental list of the 
things he does not do, the places he 
never attends. He says he is separated 
from the world. Why? What does he 
mean by “his testimony”—his repu- 
tation before his Christian friends that 
he is separated from sin and worldliness 
whereas Christ “made himself of no 
reputation,” He was called the “friend 
of publicans and sinners.” A _ person 
can be proud of his “testimony.” Why 
is it that he so carefully maintains his 
list of “do’s” and “don’t’s”? Is it because 
this is the behavior pattern of his 
group; the standards he must live up to 
if he is to be accepted into the fellow- 
ship or society of his circle of Christian 
friends? Or is his separation truly 
from the world: unto the Lord, in obe- 
dience to the will of God? God has 
said that man judges by outward ap- 
pearance “but the Lord looketh on the 
heart.” _ This also applies to the evil 
actions of men, as well as to their good 
deeds, not that sin is ever condoned or 
excused. So it was the Lord judged 
those who nailed Him to the cross with 
the words, “Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” Perhaps 
there will be many surprises in Heaven. 
Surprise that some who appeared so 
zealous for the work of the Lord 
amounted to so little in the eternal 
scheme of things. Surprise that some 
who had no reputation in some circles 
of Christians are among the great in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. “O Jehovah 
of hosts, who judgest righteously, who 
triest the heart and the mind, .. . unto 
thee have I revealed [committed] my 
cause” (Jer. 11:20, A.S.V.). 


7. At the Feet of Christ 


For Anointing 
By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


thinking of various people who were 

found at the feet of Jesus Christ. 
As we have seen, they were there for 
various purposes; In the last two ar- 
ticles we have considered Mary, whom 
we found at His feet, first of all to en- 
joy His instruction and fellowship, and 


rT THESE articles we have been 


a second time in order to find comfort in 
her deep sorrow. We shall now think 
of Mary again, for we find her at the 
feet of Jesus on a third occasion. This 
time, however, it was not in order to 
receive something from Him, but in 
order to present something precious to 
Him, to pour out before Him some ex- 





pression of her love and gratitude for 
all that He had done for her and meant 
to her. It is one of the most beautiful 
stories in the whole New Testament, 
and her act brought such joy to the 
Lord’s own heart that He promised 
that, wherever the Gospel should be 
preached, the story of Mary’s love and 
devotion would be proclaimed with it. 

The occasion was a feast given in 
Bethany. Martha was helping to servé 
the meal, and Lazarus, who had been 
raised from the dead not long before, 
was one of those who sat at meat with 
Jesus. During the meal, Mary came into 
the room where: the feast was being 
held anfl where the guests were reclin- 
ing on couches around the table, as 
was the custom of those days. Coming 
up to the couch on which the Lord was 
reclining, she took an alabaster cruse 
of precious liquid ointment and poured 
it on His head and also upon His feet, 
which she wiped with her long hair. 
The cruse, or flask of perfumed oint- 
ment, was in all probability a family 
heirloom and of great value: It was 
doubtless one of the most, if not the 
most, valuable of all the things that 
Mary possessed, and she desired to pre- 
sent it to her Lord as an expression of 
the devotion toward Him that filled 
her heart. 

Almost always when someone makes 
such a demonstration of gratitude 
toward the Lord, others .will be found 
who will criticize it, calling it extrava- 
gant or impractical. Such was the case 
when Mary poured out the ointment 
upon the Lord’s feet and the fragrant 
perfume filled the entire room, calling 
the attention of those present to what 
had been done. The disciples, or at 
least some of them, were what they 
could have called “righteously indig- 
nant” over Mary’s action and murmured 
that had the ointment been sold and 
the money given to the poor, much 
good might have been accomplished. 
John tells us that one of those who so 
spoke was Judas, who was treasurer of 
the band and kept the funds, but who 
was also a thief, and therefore spoke 
_ not with any sincere intent but just be- 
cause he saw a golden opportunity slip 
by that he might have used for his 
own selfish ends. However,- the Lord 
did not allow the words to go unno- 
ticed. He immediately spoke in Mary’s 
behalf, telling of what He thought of 
her sacrificial action and of what it 
meant to Him and would mean to 
others. 

Both Matthew and Mark also give 
accounts of this feast and in them we 
find some details which John did not 
include in his Gospel. The Lord com- 
mends Mary for the good work she 
had done. He was looking more at 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“I will see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh from you” (John 
16:22). “ 
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Life Among the Aucas 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES read- 
~ ers who have been following 
the articles written from time to 
time by Elisabeth Elliot telling of 
progress in efforts to reach the 
Auca Indians of Ecuador with the 
Gospel, and those who have read 
her earlier books, “Through Gates 
of Splendor,” and “Shadow of 
the Almighty,” will be glad to learn 
that she is preparing a new book to 
be published late in 1960. It will 
tell of life among the Aucas in 
more detail than given thus far in 
the Times articles, and will be 
profusely , illustrated. 

The editors are glad to announce 
that three chapters from this new 
book will be published in THE Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMES, beginning early 

- in April, well in advance of the ap- 
pearance of the book. Further an- 
nouncement will be made in the 
paper, but you will want to watch 
for these articles and you will want 
to tell your friends and acquaint- 
ances about them. Renewing your 
subscription now will assure you 
of receiving these Auca articles 
when they appear. 











her motive and the condition of her 
heart that had prompted the deed and 
He knew that what she had done was 
in no sense a matter of show or vain 
glory, but was done solely and entirely 
to please and to glorify Him. That is 
what makes any deed “good” in the sight 
of God. Of far more importance in 
God’s sight than the intrinsic value of 
what is presented to Him, is the mo- 
tive with which it is given. If the 
gift is an expression-of sincere love and 
devotion to Him and is given with no 
other thought than that of true grati- 
tude, then in His sight it is indeed a 
“good work.” The statement of the 
Lord’s then concerning this gift of 
Mary’s was far more than a mere eval- 
uation of the worth of the gift itself— 
it was a personal tribute .to her con- 
cerning the sincerity of her act and the 
true spirit of adoration in her heart. 
His next words were regarding the dis- 
cernment which she had shown, “For ye 
have the poor always with you, and 
whensoever ye will ye can do them 
good: but me ye have not always” 
(Mark 14:7). Mary had apparently 
sensed with her quick womanly intu- 
ition that the Lord would not be much 
longer with them. She had perceived 
that which the disciples had entirely 
failed to grasp, namely, that events were 
fast moving to a crisis. The somewhat 
hidden and sullen opposition of the 
priests and Pharisees was about to burst 
open in a public assault upon Jesus 
Christ, and the ominous seriousness and 
danger of what lay immediately ahead 
had in some way: forced its way into 
her mind. It was that discernment of 
which the Lord was speaking in the 
words to which we are referring. 
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But that was not all—the words that 
followed immediately were of eve, 
greater significance—“She hath done 
what she could; she hath anointed my 
body beforehand for the burying’ 
(Mark 14:8). It was as though the Lon 
Jesus was saying, “In this gift to me 
Mary has done her utmost. She ha 
held nothing back, and in this sacrificig] 
act she has had a part in the great 
sacrifice that I am about to make, even 
that of my life. For she has prepared 
my body, in advance, for its burial 
which now is such a short distance 
away.” One of the greatest hardships 
that. the Lord must have experienced 
during His earthly ministry was His 
loneliness. Not that He was by Him. 
self, for He was constantly surrounded 
by the crowds and multitudes who % 
often pressed upon Him to hear His 
words and to see His miracles of .-heal- 


(Continued on page 163) 








Notes on Open L¢fters 


Is It Wrong To Observe 
Christmas, Easter, Good 
Friday, and Sunday? 

I am sending you a pamphlet that 
was given to me after a church meet- 
ing out-of-doors. What I would like 
to know is, Is there any truth in what 
it has to say about Christmas, Good 
Friday, Easter, Sunday, all of which 
it condemns in many ways? 

I am delighted with the Times. The 
pictures on the covers are an im- 
provement.—A Canadian reader. 


There is considerable difference of 
opinion among Christians as to the ob- 
servance of Christmas, Easter, Good 
Friday. The Times has held, along with 
many other Christian leaders, that such 
occasions give an opportunity to pre- 
sent the,Gospel message to many who 
never enter church except on holidays 
of this kind. ; 

There is no doubt that -there are some 
customs practiced at Christmas time 
and in connection with Easter and 
Good Friday that are not God-honoring, 
but there need not be. Christians may 
well meet-together with singing and 
Scripture reading and prayers to com- 
memorate the Lord’s birth and death 
and resurrection, even as the shepherds 
and the Wise Men came to pay hom- 
age to the infant Saviour and as His 
faithful followers stood about the cross 
and then met together with rejoicing 
after He had risen from the dead. It 
is not inappropriate that Christian fam- 
ilies should have happy times at Christ- 
mas and Easter in ways that do not 
dishonor the Lord and in keeping with 
the Christmas message of the angels 
that told of “tidings of great joy.” 
Christmas and Easter cards prayerfully 
sent with Scripture messages have 
brought blessing to thousands. The fact 
that some misuse these days in a selfish 
or worldly way should not deprive be- 
lievers of real joy and blessing, that 
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F YOU knew the mother of Wil- 

] liam R: Hearst, then it is your 

duty as a born-again Christian to 

go up on that hill and witness to Hearst, 
for he is lost.” 

These startling. words were spoken to 
the wife of the writer by the Rev. Rex 
Mitchell, pastor of the Baptist Church 
of Los Robles, Calif. In other days we 
three had been students together at the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles. Rex 
had driven over to attend one of the 
meetings of the evangelistic campaign 
I was conducting in San Luis Obispo. 

My wife had met Mrs. Phoebe Hearst 
while serving on the Y.W.C.A. grounds 
committee. Mrs. Hearst was interested 
in establishing the beautiful Bible con- 
ference grounds at Pacific Grove, Calif., 
later given the name of Asilomar, “A 
Place of Rest by the Sea.” Mr. Mitchell, 
learning of the acquaintance, felt im- 
pelled to point out to my wife what he 
considered her bounden duty. 

We tried to brush the matter aside as 
being utterly fantastic and impossible 
of accomplishment. Rex persisted and 
finally we asked, “How do we go about 
it?” 


It Seemed an Absurd Undertaking 


Having had some communication by 
phone with Mr. Hearst’s secretary about 
some articles appearing in the Hearst 
papers concerning Communism, he was 
more or less familiar with procedure. 

“Call up San Simeon and tell whoever 
answers that you knew Mr. Hearst’s 
mother and would like to speak to 
him.” . 

We made no promises since it still 
seemed an absurd undertaking. 

Nothing was done until two days 
before we were to close our evange- 
listic meetings, and I asked my wife, 
“What have you done about calling 
San Simeon?” i 

“Nothing.” 

“Well, Rex will be here this evening 
and will want to know the result of the 
call. What kind of Christians will he 
think we are when he learns we haven’t 
even taken the trouble to put in a 
call?” 

Going to the phone Florence called 
Hearst Castle and in a moment was 
talking to Mr. Hearst’s secretary. 

“This is Mrs. Cutler Whitwell calling 
from San Luis Obispo and I would like 
to speak to Mr. Hearst!” 

“I am sorry but Mr. Hearst is not 
available.” 

“Oh that is all right. It is a matter 
of little consequence. I knew his 
mother and merely wanted to pay my 
respects.” 

“Oh, just a moment, please hold the 
wire.” A pause came of thirty seconds. 

“Mr. Hearst is out on the golf course 
and as* soon as he comes in we will 
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call you. May I have your telephone 
number please.” 

The noon Bible class and the after- 
noon children’s meetings made it impos- 
sible to reach our hotel till late in the 
afternoon. There had been three calls 
from Hearst Castle, and finally a request 
to call as soon as we came in. 

“This is Mrs. Whitwell speaking.” 

“Mr. Hearst requests your company 
and that of your husband for luncheon 
tomorrow.” 

“Please thank Mr. Hearst but it will 
be impossible to arrive in time, for 
luncheon on account of our noon Bible 
class.” 

“Please come then as soon after that 
as possible.” 

Thus the die was cast, followed by 
much excitement. There were few in 
“San Louie” who would not have given 
considerable for an invitation to visit 
the; Hearst estate crowned by the 
$36,000,000 castle with its priceless art 
collection assembled from all over the 
world. 

The next day we left for San Simeon 
as soon as the Bible class was over, 
and we had had a short time of prayer 
asking the Lord to prosper our mission. 

From San Luis Obispo to San Sim- 
eon. is a beautiful ride of forty-three 
miles along the coast on Highway No. 1. 

We did not say much. I kept won- 
dering just how the matter of wit- 
nessing to Mr. Hearst would come 


about, if indeed it ever did. Later Flor- 
ence said that she spent most of the 
time praying. 

After passing through the small vil- 
lage of San Simeon, we came to the old 
Hearst ranch with 


its old-time barn 






and other farm buildings. It was here 
that Mr. Hearst’s father spent his boy- 
hood. At the gatehouse we gave our 
names and were at once admitted and 
began the long drive up a winding road 
leading to the castle, which we could 
see in the distance far above us, atop 
one of the green foothills of the Santa 
Lucia Mountains. 

We were at once attracted by the 
many wild animals roaming the slopes 
to our left. In fact it seemed that we 
encountered every kind of animal that 
could live in the San Simeon climate 
—antelope' from Africa, llamas from 
South America, a great herd of Virginia 
white-tailed deer, and the like. | It was 
a most interesting ride to say the least.’ 


“A Plan... the Lord Has Given” 


About halfway up the long, winding 
grade I asked my wife just how she 
planned to undertake the matter of wit- 
nessing to Mr. Hearst. 

“I have a plan that the Lord has 
given me, but I must not tell what it 
is.” 

We came finally to the broad flight 
of marble steps leading to the expan- 
sive tessellated terrace above. We were 
greeted by the major-domo who, in a 
stately way, announced that our apart- 
ments would be assigned to us later. 
We crossed the beautiful terrace and 
entered the great assembly room. As 
we did so, the luncheon gong sounded. 
Florence has always insisted that lunch- 
eon awaited our arrival. She may be 
right, for it was after two o’clock. 
The Gobelin tapestries that covered the 
wall opposite the entrance were rare 
indeed. I was attracted to two huge 











Photo used through courtesy of ‘‘Life’’ 


and Phot her Gjon Mili 





Grazing camels’ roam open lands below San Simeon, forming part of the 
vast wild animal collection that Hearst imported from all over the world. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(5) 161 





stone urns taken from the palace of the 
Emperor Hadrian. 

Florence was taken in hand by 
Marion Davies and escorted to the most 
elaborate powder room she had _= ever 
seen. I fell in with a young Basque 
who knew the de Pierrefeu family into 
which a Boston cousin of mine had 
married. I must say it was comforting 
to grip a friendly hand amid those 
fairyland surroundings. Being an en- 
gineer I found myself making mental 
measurements of heights and lengths 
of rooms. They were all long and very 
high. From the indescribably beauti- 
ful assembly room we entered the even 
larger baronial refectory. This breath- 
taking banqueting hall has been de- 
scribed and pictured many times by 
the press. But* one cannot overlook 
mentioning what appeared to be an- 
cient battle flags ‘suspended on high 
along either side of this imposing room. 
Along the west wall, beneath the flags, 
were oakwood choir stalls taken from 
an ancient cathedral. The guests, about 
twenty-five in number, made their way 
to the north end of the room where 
there was a generous serving table 
attended by several foreign-born serv- 


Classic beauty at San Simeon is exemplified by the 105-foot4ong “Neptune Pool. 


ingmen. There was every kind of food 
—fish, roasts, fowl of various kinds, cold 
cuts, shad roe, and innumerable side 
dishes. We then made our way to the 
very long and quite narrow refectory 
table and were seated. 

I found myself next to Marion Davies. 
My wife on my left was at the right of 
Miss Phoebe Hearst. Hill, Mr. Hearst’s 
favorite niece. Opposite Miss Davies 
was an empty chair awaiting the ar- 
rival of Mr. Hearst. As I surveyed the 
situation, I, concluded that any chance 
of witnessing to Mr. Hearst was so re- 
mote as to appear improbable. This 
was confirmed in the course of the 
luncheon when Florence told Miss Hill 
she was hoping for an opportunity to 
have a talk with Mr. Hearst. Miss Hill 
said she very much doubted that it 
would be possible. One of his editors 
from Chicago had been waiting three 
days for an interview. 

When Mr. Hearst entered, I arose and 
introduced Florence and myself. He 
was most cordial and gracious, and 
was much amused when Florence fol- 
lowed up the introduction by remark- 
ing: 

“Mr. Hearst, amid these baronial sur- 


roundings I fully expected to see you 
enter clad in a suit of armor.” 

“I probably should have on a suit of 
armor, for only yesterday I was branded 
public enemy number one by a mem- 
ber of Congress.” 

As the luncheon proceeded I tried to 
appraise the guests. Mr. Hearst’s 
daughter-in-law, who was_ opposite 
Florence,.was very quiet and said lit- 
tle. I was faced with a very interesting 
and intelligent Norwegian countess, 
The others, with one or two exceptions, 
appeared “Hollywoodish.” 

I mentioned to Mr. Hearst that we 
were holding evangelistic meetings in 
San Luis Obispo. To this he facetiously 
replied, “Well they nead it down there.” 
No comment was made on the need at 
San Simeon. However, a bit later, he 
said that one of the guests had com- 
plained that the roaring of the lions 
in the zoo kept him awake. I said, 
“That’s good for you. It will make you 
think of your sins.” 

I have no recollection of saying much 
of anything to Miss Davies who, be- 
tween sips of beer, gave most of her 
attention to Mr. Hearst. 

Again and again came the thought, 


| 


Photo used through courtesy of ‘‘Life’’ magazine and Photographer Gijon Mili 


The temple at the left is authentic 


Roman and was shipped in crates from Rome and assembled at the Hearst estate. 
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“How can we ever accomplish that for 
which we have come?” . Florence said 
she prayed much about it during the 
luncheon. We _ certainly were cast 
among the Romans. But God— 

Luncheon over, we walked out-on 
the-terrace. Almost at once Mr. Hearst 
came over to where I was standing and, 
before I realized it, we were walking 
down toward the Roman swimming pool. 
It had been shipped in crates from 
Rome and then reassembled. As ‘we 
walked and talked, I found that he 
knew a number of my father’s San 
Francisco friends at the time he was 
running the San Francisco Examiner. 
After admiring the classic beauty of 
the Neptune pool and the surrounding 
country that formed part of the estate 
as far as one could see, Mr. Hearst 
pointed to the Santa Lucia Mountains 
back of the castle and said that they 
were the source from whence came the 
water fed by gravity into the pool. 

Walking back to the castle, I spoke 
of Florence and myself as having grad- 
uated from the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles. I also told him of the large 
sums Lyman Stewart, President of the 
Union Oil Company had given toward 
the building of this great school. The 
hoped-for interest in these remarks was 
not forthcoming. 

Arriving at the terrace, we were 
greeted by my wife and the Norwegian 
countess, who asked us to pose with Mr. 
Hearst for a photograph. She then 
went off with a friend. rae 

Looking back on that memorable day, 
it seems to me that the Lord performed 
a miracle. Every guest had vanished 
and we found ourselves alone with the 
Midas of San Simeon. 

Florence knew of Mr. Hearst’s de- 
votion and reverence for his mother, 
who was a true saint of the Lord. She 
was humble, sweet, and utterly unas- 
suming. She longed for her son’s sal- 
vation. Florence did not begin with a 


‘“mother appeal,” but produced a little 


book entitled, “Cynthia Stands Fast” 
and said: 

“Mr. Hearst I would like to give you 
this little book which I have written. 
It tells how I, as a college girl, found 
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour 


-while attending a Bible conference at 


Silver Bay, N. Y.” 

With a gracious smile Mr. Hearst 
Said: 

“Won’t you—” and with a flourish of 
the hand indicated that he would like 
to have the book autographed. 

“If you will lend me your fountain 
pen I shall be happy to do so.” 

Taking the proffered pen she said, 
“May I say, ‘To my friend William R. 
Hearst’?” : 

With a courtly bow he said, “I should 
be honored.” 

Handing the book to Mr. Hearst and 
looking into his inquiring eyes, my 
wife said: 

“Mr. Hearst, I owe a debt of gratitude 
to your dear mother. It was women 
such as she and Helen Gould Shepherd 
that made possible such conference 
grounds as Silver Bay and Asilomar 
where young college women can learn 


Lesson for March 13 


about Jesus Christ. Mr. Hearst, you can- 
not go to Heaven on the basis of your 
dear mother’s sanctity and I would not 
think of leaving anyone in whom I 
have the least interest without asking 
a very pointed question. Mr. Hearst, 
have you ever had a personal experi- 
ence with Jesus Christ as your personal 
Saviour? If you have not had such 
an experience you are lost.” (There 
was great emphasis given to that word 
“lost.”) 

He was taken back and embarrassed. 
He bowed his head and looking down 
at the ground said: 

“I married a Roman Catholic and, in 
order to meet her half way, I became 
an Episeopalian. You can’t do much 
worse than that.” 

The last remark showed his embarrass- 
ment. Finally he said: 

“The world needs the spirit of Christ.” 

Evidently that was the message the 
Lord wanted delivered, for, at that 
point, Mr. Hearst’s niece approached 
and invited us to go through the castle. 

When we had seen the library with 
its unequaled collection of ancient books, 
Bibles, and manuscripts, and the lux- 
urious bedroom we might have oc- 
cupied, the housekeeper drew near, 
evidently sent by Mr. Hearst, and asked 
if she might not prepare apartments 
for us for the night. We thanked her 
and said we must be in San Luis Obispo 
for the evening meeting. 

We crossed the terrace to say good- 
by to Mr. Hearst, who was seated in a 
chair reading “Cynthia Stands Fast.” 
We bade him good-by and were given a 
cordial invitation to come again. We 
stopped to take a look at the animals 
in the zoo. The Gospel of John I had 
hoped to give to Marion Davies was 
gladly accepted by the Italian zoo 
keeper. 

As we drove away, I said to Florence, 
“I feel badly to see a man of Mr. 
Hearst’s social charm and_ distinction 
giving his time to—well, you saw the 
type.” 

“I don’t feel that way, for I am sure 
something has been accomplished by 
our visit. The Lord did not send us up 
here for nothing.” ; 

A month or so later, Mr. Hearst as- 
tonished many by beginning to’ pro- 
mote Youth for Christ. His papers 
carried editorials and pictures endors- 
ing this great youth organization. Billy 
Graham has said that it was the pub- 
licity given his Los Angeles meetings 
by the Hearst papers that gave him his 
start in world evangelism. Coming into 
the tent one night, he found extensive 
preparations being made for the taking 
of pictures. He asked one of the men 
what it meant. 

“Mr. Hearst has told us to boost these 
meetings.” 

Could it be possible that Mr. Hearst’s 
interest in Youth for Christ and Billy 
Graham was the result of the visit of 
two unknown people to Hearst’s castle? 
We do not know it to be so. We do 
know, however, that the Lord used the 
rooster of some ‘unknown farmer to 
convict Peter’ We do know that he 
used an unknown slave girl to save a 
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great Syrian general. But, aside from 
all such speculation, there remains the 
far more important question, “Did Mr. 
Hearst turn to the Lord in answer to 
his mother’s prayers, before he drew his 
last breath?” Only our eternal God 
has the answer to that question. 


PASADENA; CALIF. 
vg 


Is It Wrong To Observe 
Christmas, Easter, etc. 
(Continued from page 160) 


they may bring when rightfully ob- 
served. . 

As for the observance of Sunday, the 
term preferred by many believers is, 
“the Lord’s Day.” While its observance 
is not commanded in the Scriptures, it 
is clear from the New Testament that 
believers, soon after the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, began to gather to- 
gether on the “first day of the week” 
for preaching and- Scripture reading 
and the singing of spiritual songs. This 
is done in commemoration of the day 
upon which the Lord Jesus rose from 
the dead, and the practice has been 
followed down through the Christian 
church for centuries. Unfortunately, the 
pagan name of Sunday was attached to 
the first day of the week, not by Chris- 
tians but by the pagan world in the same 
manner as all of the days of the week 
were given heathen names. But this 
is no reason why Christians should not 
observe the Lord’s Day and seek to 
honor Him by making it different from 
the other days of the week, and by 
abstaining, as far as possible, from ac- 
tivities that, in some cases, are not 
harmful in themselves but that have 
no place in a day that is set aside to 
honor the Lord Jesus. F 
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At the Feet of Christ 
(Continued from page 160) 
ing. His loneliness was one of the 
heart, for, up until His death and resur- 
rection from the dead, not one of His 
disciples or friends seemed to have 
taken in, for one brief moment, that, 
because He was the divine Son of God, 
He must therefore die, because that 
was the very center of His mission— 
“to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 20:28). Among them all, only 
Mary had taken those words to heart, 
and, during the remaining few days of 
the final week before the Cross, her 
understanding and sympathy must have 
been a source of special comfort to Him. 
Finally, in closing, came the promise 
that, “Wheresoever the gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, 
that also which this woman hath done 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of 
her” (Mark 14:9). 

Whenever we present gifts in the 
spirit of true adoration and devotion 
that Mary showed, we not only do a 
good work but we bring satisfaction 
and joy to our Lord’s heart as we 
thereby become, in a small degree, par- 


(Continued on page 172) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. MARCH 13. BEFORE GOVERNORS AND KINGS — 


Acts 24 to 26; printed text, 26:1, 19-32 - 


Golden Text.—For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind.—2 Tim. 1:7 


THE KinG JAMES VERSION 
Acts 26:1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted 
to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, 
and answered for himself: 


19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision: 

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jeru- 
salem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance. 

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and 
went about to kill me. 

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none 
other things than those which the prophets and Moses did 
say should come: 

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first 
that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto 
the people, and to the Gentiles. 

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a 
loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth 
make thee mad. 


w w 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
i Lord Jesus said that Paul 


come.” 


would bear His name before Gen- 

tiles- and kings (Acts 9:15) and 
that he would suffer for His name’s 
sake (v. 16). Both these predictions 
are fulfilled in our lesson. Paul wit- 
nessed a good confession before Gentile 
procurators Felix and Festus, and be- 
fore Herod Agrippa II, king of an area 
northeast of Caesarea. And while he 
spoke he was chained to a Roman sol- 
dier, suffering as ‘a prisoner for the 


Verse by Verse 


eousness, temperance, and judgment to 


He was eloquent. 
Paul’s longest recorded defense. It is 
a masterpiece. Carefully, skillfully, de- 
liberately the apostle 
thrilling tale of his conversion, direct- 
ing his remarks squarely at the mind 
and conscience of the king. 

He was passionate. 
the Holy Spirit, Paul spoke with ring- 
ing, moving conviction. Acts 26:29 re- 
veals a heart burning with love for the 
Saviour and for the souls of men. 


Acts 26:1—“. . . Agrippa said unto the 


25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but . 


speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 
“26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom 


also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these, 


things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in 
a corner. 

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? 
that thou believest. 

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian. 


I know 


29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but . 


also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and alto- 
gether such as I am, except these bonds. 

30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and 
the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them: 

31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between 
themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death 
or of bonds. 

32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have 
been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto. Caesar. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lesson# for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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Verse 20—“But shewed first unto 
them of Damascus ... at Jerusalem... 
throughout all the coasts of Judaea... 
to the Gentiles ... they should repent 
and turn to God .. . do works meet for 
repentance.” “Meet for” is “worthy of” 
(Greek). “Coasts” is “region” or “coun- 
tryside.” Paul here describes his field 
of labor: four areas, Damascus (e.g., 
9:22), Jerusalem (e.g., 9:26-29), Judaea 
(é.g., en route to and from Jerusalem, 
15:4, 30), the Gentiles (as on his mis- 
sionary journeys). The theme of his 
message was that all men need a change 
of mental, moral, and spiritual direction 
from sin to God, and must prove the 
reality of their transformation 


Acts 26 contains 


narrated | the 


Swept along by 


Gospel’s sake. 

The apostle defended his conduct five 
times in the closing chapters of Acts, 
thrice in the section before us, and 
twice previously, on the castle stairs 
(21:40 to 22:21) and before the San- 
hedrin (23:1-6). 

“Each of his defenses reveals some- 
thing of his character and ability. 

He was straightforward. In. contrast 
to the fawning servility of the profes- 
sional orator Tertullus (24:1-4), his 
words were brief and pointed (v. 10). 
He was no mere man-pleaser (cf. Eph. 
6:6). 

Yet he was always courteous (Acts 
24:10; 26:2, 3). He respected authority. 
He addressed Festus as “most noble” 
(26:25), a tribute doubtless to his po- 
sition as procurator rather than to his 
personal character. 

He was fearless. He was not awed 
by the presence or position of Felix. 
He reasoned before him without a 
shadow of trepidation concerning “right- 
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Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for 
thyself . . . Paul stretched forth the 
hand ... answered for himself .. .” 
Herod Agrippa II, king of various areas 
in and around Galilee, presided over 
the court as (1) highest ranking officer 
present and (2) honored guest. Paul’s 
outstretched hand was chained (cf. 26: 
29) to a soldier. The gesture was 
normal in legal address (cf. 21:40). “An- 
swered for himself” is “made his de- 
fense” (the Greek verb is the root of 
“apologetics”. 

Verse 19—“Whereupon, O King 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision...” On the road 
to Damascus the risen Christ had 
ordered Paul to testify (vv. 16-18). ‘The 
vision of his glorious Saviour was so 
stupendous that disobedience was. out 
of the question. Paul was not only 
narrating history but also implying that 
what had happened te him should also 
overwhelm his hearers and prompt 
them to obedient trust in Christ. 
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in changed lives. 


‘ Verse 21—‘“For these causes the Jews 
caught me in the temple .. ..went about 
to kill me.” See 21:27, 31. Paul by- 
passes the paltry accusations leveled at 
him (e.g., 21:28) and states the basic 
reason for Hebrew hostility. 


Verse 22.—“‘Having .. . obtained help 
of God, I continue unto this day, witness- 
ing... to small and great, saying... 
things . . which the prophets and 
Moses did say should come .. .” Liter- 
ally, “I stand unto this day,” i.e., “kept 
unharmed by divine aid.” Paul de- 
fends his continued witness by an ap- 
peal (1) to the seal of God upon his 
work, proved by divine protection; (2) 
to the writings 6f Old Testament proph- 
ets and the-Pentateuch, using them to 
support his statements about the Mes- 
siah. 

Verse 23—“That Christ should suffer 
... be the first that should rise from 
the dead ... shew light unto the people, 
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and... Gentiles.” The “people” are 
the Jews. “That Christ should suffer” 
is “that Messiah is subject to suffering” 
—this thought astounded the Jews (cf. 
Matt. 16:21, 22). Our Lord carefully 
explained the possibility and necessity 
of His sufferings (e.g., Luke 24:25, 26, 
44). Only through Calvary and the 
Resurrection could the light of salva- 
tion stream across a dark world (cf. 
Isa. 42:6, 7; Luke 2:32). 


Verse 24—“And as he thus spake... 
Festus said . .. Paul, thou art beside 
thyself; much learning doth make thee 
mad.” Literally, “is turning you into 
madness” (eis manian, whence our 
word maniac). “Much learning” is 
“many writings” (grammata, whence 
grammar). Festus knew that Paul 
pored over the Scriptures. His excla- 
mation shows that he regarded Paul’s 
remarks, e.g., about his vision of Christ 
and the Saviour’s resurrection, as the 
height of folly. 


Verse 25.—“But he said, I am not mad, 
most noble Festus; but speak ... words 
of truth and soberness.” King Agrippa 
was present at the invitation of Festus, 
procurator of Judaea (25:22). “Most 
noble” was a formal title, not a per- 
sonal description. Note Paul’s courtesy, 
calmness, and composure—proofs that 
his mind was not disordered, and sug- 
gesting that his words were credible. 
“Sobriety,” i.e., “soberness,” here refers 
to soundness of mind. 


Verse 26.—“. . . the king knoweth of 
these things, before whom .. . I speak 
freely ... I am persuaded that none of 
these things are hidden from him... 
this thing was not done in a corner.” 
Agrippa had Jewish blood in his veins. 
Paul appeals to Agrippa’s familiarity 
with the Old Testament and the events 
in the life of Christ and the early 
church. The Roman procurator Festus, 
recently come to Caesarea, could not 
possibly know as much as Agrippa, 
trained in Hebrew lore. 


Verse 27.—‘King Agrippa, believest 
thou the prophets? I know that thou 
believest.” The ground of Paul’s con- 
fidence was ever the predictive words 
of the Old Testament prophets and their 
amazing fulfillment in Christ (cf. 13: 
16-41; 17:2, 3). He knew that the king 
accepted the prophetic writings. He 
might not agree with Paul’s conclusions, 
but at least the. two men had a common 
base of discussion. 


Verse 28.—“. . . Agrippa said unto 
Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be 
a Christian.” The king’s exact meaning 
depends somewhat upon his intona- 
tion. He probably intended sarcastic- 
ally to convey the thought, “With so 
little (ice, “discussion, evidence) you 
would persuade me to be a Christian!” 
Although we cannot but hope that in 
his heart at least he meant, “A little 
More and you’ would have me con- 
vinced.” “Christian,” originally used 
in a derogatory way, is used in the 
Bible only here, in Acts 11:26, and in 1 
Peter 4: 16. 


Verse 29.—*. . . Paul said, I would to 
God, that... thou... all that hear me 


Lesson for March 13 


Last Week’s Lesson 


10. March 6.—God’s Protecting Provi- 
d Acts 22:30 to 28:35 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. March 20.—Paul’s Voyage to Rome. 
Acts 27:1 to 28:15 








. were both almost, and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds.” 
Paul’s impassioned earnestness is evi- 
dent. He takes hold of Agrippa’s ref- 
erence to the inadequacy of discussion 
or evidence and declares his longing 
that, regardless of the “little” or “much” 
that had been said, his audience might 
all, and totally turn to Christ as he had. 
In the event they did, the only differ- 
entiating feature between him and them 
would be his prisoner’s chains. 


Verse 30.—“‘ ... when he had thus 
spoken, the king rose up. . . the gover- 
nor, and Bernice ... they that sat with 
them.” Bernice, Agrippa’s sister, ac- 
companied him as queen. The king 
stood up first, adjourning the court, 
then the procurator and others arose 
in official order. The fact that no pub- 
lic verdict was rendered shows that 
Agrippa believed Paul to be innocent. 


Verse 31—“. .. when they were gone 
aside, they talked between themselves 
... This man doeth nothing worthy of 
death or of bonds.” The rulers held a 
private conversation. They knew, but 
now thoroughly discredited, the crim- 
inal charges laid against Paul (e.g., 17: 
6; 24:5). Paul’s defense did not lead 
them to Christ, but established the cer- 
tainty of his innocence. 


Verse 32.—‘Then said Agrippa unto 
Festus, This man might have been set 
at liberty, if he had not appealed unto 
Caesar.” Legally Paul might now have 
been freed. But_his life would have 
remained in constant danger. The over- 
ruling providence of God had deereed 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


ITH what three Roman rulers is 
Paul here dealing? 

2. What is the heart of Paul’s de- 
fense against Tertullus’s attack? 

3. What two motives prompted Felix 
to hear Paul repeatedly? : 

4. Name two evil traits in the char- 
acter of Felix. 

5. Why did Paul appeal to Caesar? 

6. Name three reasons why Festus 
was so eager to have visiting royalty 
hear Paul’s case? 

7. How did Paul treat believers be- 
fore his conversion? 

8. Name three effects of Gospel 
preaching listed in the lesson. 

9. Judging by their own words, what 
reaction did Paul’s defense have upon 
Festus and Agrippa? 

10. Why did not. the rulers at once 
free Paul when they had decided that 
he was innocent? 

(Answers on page 168) 
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that he should go to Rome under Ro- 
man protection. Even Agrippa could 
not cancel Paul’s appeal to the emperor 
(25:11). 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Whether proclaimed to princes or 
paupers, the Gospel is ever the power 
of God unto salvation. Paul’s defense 
before Felix was logical: he demon- 
strated that his accusers could not prove 
their charges against him (24:13, 19, 20). 
His appeal to Caesar in reply to Festus’s 
suggestion (25:9, 11) was dramatic and 
final. But his address before King 
Agrippa and the brilliant court in Caes- 
area was a fresh revelation of the nature 
and dynamic power of the Gospel. 

It showed what the Gospel is de- 
signed to accomplish, illustrated that 
design in Paul’s own life, and brought 
Paul’s hearers to the point of decision. 
Study Acts 26:16, 18 with care. 

Blinded by “the god of this world” 
(2 Cor. 4:4), men are groping after 
truth. The Gospel message of salvation 
opens their eyes and enables them to 
see. Stumbling about in the darkness 
of error, superstition, and sin, men are 
brought out into the blazing light of 
God when the Gospel reaches them (2 
Cor. 4:6). Chained by Satan to evil 
habits and modes of thought, they are 
emancipated by the Gospel and brought 
to God. Overpowered by the dreadful 
guilt of sin, they are forgiven when 
they hear the good news of redemption 
and embrace it. Estranged from God 
by nature, they are welcomed into the 
noble company of saints when they 
turn to Christ, and become heirs of 
the living God. 

How truly Paul himself experienced 
all this blessedness when he was con- 
verted on the road to Damascus. The 
brightness of the glory of Christ shone 
into his benighted soul (Acts 26:13), 
and his life and outlook were revolu- 
tionized (26:16, 17). 

King Agrippa could have shared the 
precious, converting effects of the Gos- 
pel if he had bypassed the “almost” of 
26:28 and moved on to the “altogether” 
of 26:29. He was “almost persuaded,” 
poor deluded ruler: almost, but not 
quite. Few people today know that a 
man called Agrippa ever lived. But 
Paul was “altogether”; his name is a 
household word across the world. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Paul’s defense before Felix (Acts 24: 
1-26) 

2. Paul’s experience with Festus (24:27 
to 25: 12) 

3. Paul before a royal court (25:13 to 
26: 32) 


Topics for Development 

Christian. Agrippa uttered the fa- 
mous words “Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian” (26:28). The word 
“Christian” is used only three times in 
the Bible. In Antioch the disciples 
were first dubbed “Christians,” prob- 
ably a term of contempt and disdain. 
Here Agrippa, who for years had heard 
about the- followers of the Nazarene, 
probably used the word in derision, 
although we hope that his conscience 
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was moved even as he said “a Chris- 
tian.” Later Peter urged believers who 
passed through affliction to suffer as 
Christians (1 Pet. 4:16), ie., as those 
who bore the Saviour’s name and were 
willing to share His pain. 

Christian is a unique word. It bears 
Greek, Hebrew, and Latin connotations. 
Christos, from which it is derived, is a 
Greek word. But it is really the trans- 
lation of the Hebrew “Messiah,” the 
“Anointed One” (John 1:41). And the 
word later widely used throughout the 
empire was Christianus, which has a 
Latin ending. Why should not the 
word have an international flavor? For 
the Christ of God was sent into the 
world to save men regardless of their 
nationality. 


Practical Applications 

Tertullus flattered Felix but lost his 
case against Paul: Flattery—the desire 
to curry favor at the expense of truth— 
should have no part in our speech. 
Paul avoided it (Acts 24:10). So should 
we. It is wrong because (1) it unduly 
exalts man; (2) it is the first cousin of 
lying! . 

A pure conscience (24:16) should ever 
be our goal, both toward God and 
man, permitting no shadow of sin un- 
confessed to God, and, presenting no 
occasion of suspicion to our fellow men. 

Mixed motives (24:26). Felix invited 
Paul to preach to him often. Every 
session gave the ruler a new chance to 
accept Christ, and a new opportunity 
to Paul to bribe him. Felix really was 
like a cat, playing a dastardly “cat 
and mouse” game: with his prisoner. 
May the Lord keep our motives pure! 

Paul received a glorious commission 
from his risen Lord and was “not dis- 
obedient” to it (26:19). Dwell in the 
Word. Behold a world dying without 
Christ, feel the pressure of the Spirit 
on your soul to witness—then get busy. 

Almost persuaded (26:28). If you 
are still in that deadly valley of inde- 
cision, step by faith beyond it onto the 
highway of vital trust in Christ, which 
leads from sin and despair to the gates 
of glory. 
Golden’ Text 

2 Tim. 1:7.—“For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind. The price- 
less gift God has given His dear chil- 
dren is the’ indwelling Holy Spirit (cf. 
Rom. 8:15). As He sheds abroad the 
love of God in our hearts (Rom. 5:5), 
fear is banished (1 John 4:18). All 
our faculties, including the powers of 
mind and will, are quickened. We are 
prepared to be effective instruments 
for the Lord. 


Mepia, Pa. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men’‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then Agrippa said ... Thou art per- 
mitted to speak for thyself ...” (Acts 
26:1).—The apostle was seeing the ful- 
fillment of the Lord’s words, “And ye 
shall be brought before governors and 
kings for my sake, for a_ testimony 
against them and the Gentiles” (Matt. 
10:18). 

Paul had appeared before governors 
Felix and Festus. Now he was in the 
presence of a king! (Agrippa is called 
a “king” six times in this chapter.) 

For two years Paul had been a pris- 
oner in Caesarea. In all likelihood he 
often prayed, as the psalmist in his day, 
“Let the sighing of the prisoner come 
before thee” (Psa. 79:11). Hence, his 
appearance would also be an answer to 
prayer. os 

Facing King Agrippa, did Paul recall 
the words of the psalmist who said: “I 
will speak of thy testimonies also before 
kings, and will not be ashamed’’? : (Psa. 
119: 46.) 

Whether or not he recalled those 
words, he certainly fulfilled them; for 
after briefly reviewing his natural his- 
tory, he launched into the story of his 
call, conversion, and commission. 

We praise God for all martyrs in 
Church history who, when appearing 
before governors and kings, were char- 
acterized by Christian boldness rather 
than shame and fear. 

“. . . I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19)—What a 
vision it was! Heavenly indeed! Up to 
the time of his conversion Paul thought 
that Jesus was a false messiah, and he 
felt perfectly justified in severely per- 
secuting all pefsons calling on His 
name. Then, he saw Him as the glori- 
fied. Lord and all was changed! 

The persecutor became a defender 
of the faith he sought to destroy. The 
religionist became a genuine believer! 
His own righteousness he hurled on the 
garbage heap! He became the greatest 
preacher of the Gospel of Christ and 
the greatest teacher of Church truth, 
in all history. 

He became a faithful, untiring worker 
for the Lord Jesus in Damascus, Jeru- 
salem, the coasts of Judea, and in the 
cities of the Gentiles. 

What about those of us today who 
are the Lord’s? Are we disobedient 
to the heavenly vision which we saw 
by faith? 
to others? 

Praise God for all who can, in their 
sphere and measure, give a testimony 
similar to that given by Dr. M. S. Cul- 
bertson, when dying in China. He had 
graduated from West Point with dis- 
tinction and had drilled many noted 
officers of the Civil War. Two of his 
friends told him that if he were now at 
home, he might be a major general 
commanding great armies. His reply 
was: “No doubt, I might. Men I drilled 
are in that position. Among these are 
Sherman, Thomas, Rosecrans. But there 
is not one with whom I would be will- 
ing to exchange. There is no post of 
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Are we living and telling it. 


influence on earth equal to that of a 
man who is permitted to give the Word 
of God to four hundred million of his 
fellow men.” 

But it is not necessary to be a for- 
eign missionary to be obedient to the 
heavenly vision. There is a crying need 
in the modern home, school, office, store, 
hospital, and on the farm for Christians 
who are not Wisobedient to that heav- 
enly vision of a glorified Christ who 
once died for our sins and saved us by 
His grace! 

“. . they should repent and turn to 
God .. .” (Acts 26:20).—Repentance is 
a change of mind about self, sin, God, 
and the way of salvation; for that is 
‘where the natural man is mistaken. 
Two men mentioned in the Scriptures 
said: “I... thought.” And although 
both were sincere, they had wrong 
thoughts. One was Naaman (2 Kings 
5:11) and the other was Saul of Tarsus 
(Acts 26:9). 

The Thessalonians furnish us a splen- 
did example of the “turning” which the 
apostle meant. They placed faith in 
the Saviour presented to them, then 
“turned to God from idols.” They per- 
formed “works meet for repentance” 
(Acts 26:20) for they served the true 
and living God and waited “for his 
Son from heaven” (1 Thess. 1:8-10). 

“Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian” (Acts 26:28).—The reactions 
of the governor and the king were de- 
cidedly different as they listened to 
God’s messenger. Festus thought that 
much learning had made Paul mad. 
Many listeners still think preachers of 
the Gospel are insane, when they are 
most sober, sane, and sincere. 

Agrippa, when personally appealed 
to, responded, “You think it a small 
task to make a Christian of me—just 
off hand to induce me with little ado 
and persuasion, at very short notice” 
(Amplified Version). 

Joyfully, Paul answered, “Whether 
short or long, I would to God that not 
only you but also all who are listening 
to me today might become such as I 
am, except for these chains” (Ampli- 
fied Version). is 

“For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear .. .” (2 Tim.. 1:7).—Timidity 
seemed to characterize Timothy. Paul 
would strengthen him—and us—by say- 
ing that God has given believers the 
spirit of power, love, and wise dis- 
cretion. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart’ 
“Just.as I Am, Without One Plea” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose Word is 
able to make us wise unto salvation, 
use it to that end here and in many 
other places today. Send out Thy truth 


February 27, 1960 





in the power of Thy Spirit to convince, 
convict, and convert many. O make 
Thy Gospel powerful in its effects upon 
many this day. Help the unconverted 
to see their peril and cease their delay 
in turning to Christ. Cause backsliders 
to mourn over their decline and return 
to the Lord. Help us all to repent of 
our coldness—our lack of love to Thee 
and for the souls of men. Strengthen 
us to overcome our temptations and 
correct our faults. Increase our un- 
derstanding of Thy Word, our faith in 
Christ, and our devotion to Him. So 
may revival come to us and to Thy 


ALMOS 


Church in every place, evil be driven 
back, and right and truth prevail to 
the glory of Jesus Christ and the good 
of our race for which He died. Amen. 


After the Lesson—We have in this 
lesson three speakers, each having a dif- 
ferent attitude toward Christ and the 
Gospel. Paul’s words show him a 
soundly converted man, wholeheartedly 
given up to Christ. The words of 
Festus show him unbelieving and un- 
moved. He brushes aside the fervent 
words of Paul as coming from a dis- 
eased mind. Agrippa, however, ap- 
pears as convinced, but not converted. 
Paul’s direct challenge moves him more 
than he cares to admit. To cover his 
feelings and prevent any more pressure 
from Paul—laughingly perhaps, or 
sternly—Agrippa says: “In brief, you 
are doing your best to persuade me to 
become a Christian” (Weymouth). 
Deeply impressed, he yet would not 
turn to Christ. He would not leave the 
world’s side; he would not join Paul 
and Paul’s Lord and Saviour. 

Some of you may be like Agrippa. 
When Paul said, “Do you believe the 
prophets?” he could not say he did not. 
Like Agrippa, you are convinced the 
Bible is true. You believe it, but you 
are not converted. Perhaps you have 
Christian parents, perhaps you regularly 
come to Sunday school and church. 
Perhaps at times you are much im- 
pressed and feel anxious about getting 
saved, yet you are not willing to break 
off your sins and turn from the world to 
the Lord. You feel the cost is too great, 
that you will lose too much. Listen: 
“What shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?” (Mark 8:36.) 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Paul has taught us some 

valuable lessons in our study of the 
Book of Acts, and will teach us more 
yet, but I believe the lesson he teaches 
us today in “witnessing” is one of the 
best. After all, the severest test that 
comes to a new Christian is in the mat- 


Lesson for March 13 


ter of witnessing to the saving and 
keeping power. of Jesus Christ, under 
whose banner he has enlisted for serv- 
ice—not only to the “down and outs,” 
but to the “up and outs.” Paul wit- 
nessed to them all, as he said to King 
Agrippa, “Having therefore obtained 
help of God, I continue unto this day, 
witnessing to both small and great” 
(Acts 26:22). At that moment he was 
standing before King Agrippa and the 
queen, the guests of Governor Festus, 
the latter exclaiming, “Paul, thou art 
beside thyself; much learning doth 
make thee mad” (v. 24). Paul knew 
he was talking to high authority who, 
humanly speaking, held his fate in their 
hands, but that did not stop him in his 
courageous testimony, straight and clear 
and confident. 

Now, fellows, it is not difficult to tell 
some poor criminal, or one who has 
made a bad-mistake, that Jesus Christ 
cam “save to the uttermost” (Heb. 7:25), 
but to talk to one who is on your own 
level socially, or a schoolmate or a 
“higher up” about his need of a Saviour 
is much harder. Indeed, I believe it is 
just about the hardest thing for a Chris- 
tian to do—especially a young Chris- 
tian; yet, it is definitely commanded by 
our Lord. Wher you take Christ as 
your Saviour and pledge your allegiance 
to Him, you are at that same moment 
commissioned by Him to win- others. If 
you feel that you cannot right off men- 
tion the name of Jesus Christ to your 
“prospect” (it is a strange thing how 
many Christians in their day-to-day 
conversations with various people, never 
once mention the name of Jesus, their 
best friend), there are other ways by 
which you can “start the ball rolling.” 
If you pray and ask the Holy Spirit to 
bless the effort, sooner or later you 
will “come to the point” and rejoice in 
it. 

Let. me tell you how a young fellow 
under my observation began to be an 
effective soul-winner. It was in one 
of our large cities (over two million 
population) where I was conducting a 
meeting. The plan for personal workers 
was to draw the name of a prospect 
from cards placed in a basket, without 
looking at them—first asking the Holy 
Spirit to guide the hand to the name 
on which He would bless the effort. 
The pledge was to see that person face 
to face, after praying, and at least in- 
vite him to ‘the church services. This 
young fellow was rather timid; had 
never done any personal work, but 
really desired to try, at least inviting 
someone to church, praying that the 
Holy Spirit would guide and bless. 

When he drew his card, he was 
shocked. He came to me and showed it 
to me, saying, “Do you know who this 
man, is?” “No,” I said, “who is he?” 
“Why he is the Chief Counsel of the 

Railway System. He receives a 
salary of $30,000 a year, and I am a $25- 
a-week clerk. Don’t you think I should 
put this card back and draw another 
in its place?” I said, “So you think the 
Holy Spirit made a mistake?” He was 
thoughtful a moment; then he braced 
up and said, “I’ll try to see him in the 
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morning if you will pray for me.” Of 
course I would, but I told him he must 
pray, too. 

Now this is what took place, as he 
told me about it afterward. He got per- 
mission to leave his job next morning 
and went to the Chief Counsel’s office. 
The anteroom was already occupied by 
visitors waiting their turn to interview 
this important man. The secretary took 
the young fellow’s name and said he 
would let him know when his turn 
came. He waited an hour and was told 
he could “go in.” With hatin hand he 
entered into the presence of the “C.C.” 
who sat at a big flat-top desk. “Good 
morning, Sir,” he began, “my name is 

. I am a member of the 
Church. We are having a meeting there 
every night this week at 7:30,: and I 
have come to personally invite you to 
it; I am sure you would like it.” 

The “C.C.” did not answer him right 
away, but drummed with his hand on 
the desk a bit; then he said, “Young 
man, I have had. some very important — 
interviews this morning, but you have 
brought to my attention a matter that is 
of far more importance than anything 
else. I am not a church member, but 
I have been thinking lately that it is 
time I should be doing something about 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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it. I will come to your meeting the 
first night I.can arrange it.” 

“Oh, thank you Sir, I am so glad you 
will do that. Would you be willing for 
my pastor to come to see you?” “Yes, 
I would be very glad to see him at 
any time.” 

That young fellow lost no time get- 
ting to a telephone; he called his pas- 
tor and told him all about it, with the 
result that the pastor had an interview 
with the “C.C.” that afternoon; and 
with the further result that upon the 
closing Sunday night of the meeting 
the “C.C.” stood at one end of the line 
of 32 people before the pulpit and was 
baptized, a saved sinner, along with 
the others. 

I have never seen a happier boy than 
that young fellow was as the meeting 
was dismissed and the “C.C.” warmly 
shook his hand and thanked him. 

Just do the simple first step, as the 
Holy Spirit guides, and nothing short 
of a miracle may be expected. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E verses we have been memoriz- 
ing this quarter about “God the 
Father” show that God is eternal, great, 
good, merciful, righteous and all-see- 


ing. Today we learn question and an- ‘° 


swer 10: “Does God change?” “I am 
the Lord, I change not” (Mal. 3:6). 
Because of our sinful condition we can 
only approach the holy, unchanging 
God through His Son, our Saviour. So 
next quarter we will learn the card, 
“God the Son.” 

Last Sunday’s lesson stopped with the 
Apostle Paul a prisoner on his way to 
Caesarea. Let us have our review story 
next. 

Paul was a prisoner for only one 
reason: He had tried to bring both 
. Jews and Gentiles in touch with God 
the Father, through God the Son. 

When Paul reached Caesarea, he was 
brought before Governor Felix, who 
said that he would hear Paul’s case 
when his accusers came. Five days 
later the high priest Ananias arrived 
in Caesarea with some Jewish elders, 
and with an orator he had hired for 
the sole purpose of having Paul con- 
demned to death. Among other things, 
they accused Paul of sedition and of 
profaning the Temple. When Felix per- 
mitted him to speak, Paul told the 
governor that these accusations were 
false. He said that he had come to 
Jerusalem bringing money to help the 
poor Jews, and had not profaned the 
Temple in any way. 

Felix believed Paul innocent, but kept 
him a prisoner to please the Jews. He 
gave his friends permission to visit Paul 
as often as they wished. The gover- 
nor’s wife was a Jewess, so one day later, 
Felix sent for Paul to tell his story be- 
fore her. Instead of begging to be re- 
leased, Paul used this opportunity to 
warn Felix and his wife of God’s right- 
eousness and His judgment to come. 
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This made Felix tremble and he said, 
“Go thy way for this time; when I 
have a convenient season, I will call 
for thee” (Acts 24:25). .As far as we 
know, Felix never found “a convenient 
time” to listen to the Gospel, but he 
sent for Paul several times to see if he 
would pay him money to be set free. 
As Paul did not, he was still a prisoner 
when Felix retired, two years later, 
and Festus became Governor. 

As soon as Festus took office, the high 
priest and Jewish elders begged him. to 
send Paul to Jerusalem for trial, in- 
tending to kill Paul on the way there 
from Caesarea. But the governor re- 
fused, telling them to come to Caesarea 
with their accusations. Again they ac- 
cused Paul of things they could not 
prove. Then Paul said, “Neither against 
the law of the Jews, neither against 
the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have 
I offended any thing at all” (25:8). 

Festus asked if he was willing to go 
to Jerusalem to be judged. Paul said 
that he ought to be judged in Rome, 
before Caesar. Then Festus said, “Hast 
thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar 
shalt thou go.” Paul’s accusers had to 
return to Jerusalem in defeat. ‘ 

Some days later King Agrippa and 
his sister, Bernice, came to congratulate 
Festus on his new position. The gover- 
nor told them about Paul, and King 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 165) 


1. Procurators Felix and Festus, and 
King Agrippa. 

2. That the Jews could not prove 
their charges against him (Acts 24:13, 
19, 20). ‘ 

3. He was attracted and fascinated 
by Paul’s pointed messages; and he 
thought that Paul might bribe him (vv. 
25, 26) 

4. He was greedy (v. 26) and unjust 
(v. 27, he left Paul bound although he 
knew that he was innocent). 

5. Because he suspected that Festus 
was vacillating, and he knew that the 
Jews were treacherous (25:3, 9). 

6. Festus had no precise information 
about Paul to send to the emperor; he 
could “pass the buck” to a king who 
outranked him politically; he knew 
that his royal visitor was versed in 
Hebrew tradition (25:19, 26, 27; 26:3). 

7. He imprisoned many, voted for 
their death, punished them, compelled 
them to blaspheme, and persecuted 


_them far and wide (26:10, 11). 


8. Three of the following: it opens 
men’s eyes, turns them to the light, 
rescues them from Satan, brings for- 
giveness, and insures an inheritance 
(26: 18). 

9. Festus thought that Paul had gone 
insane (26:24); Agrippa understood that 
Paul was pressing him for a decision 
for Christ (26:28). 

10. Because he had appealed to Caesar 
(26: 32). 

Menta, Pa. 
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Agrippa said he would like to hear Paul — 
speak. é 

The next day Agrippa and Bernice, 
with the governor and other important 
men of Caesarea entered the large civic | 
auditorium with great” pomp. Then 
Festus commanded that Paul be brought © 
in. While he was standing before this 
great assembly, Festus stated that the 
Jews wanted Paul killed, but he could 
not see that Paul had done anything 
worthy of death. Then he asked the 
audience to listen to Paul so that they 
could help him decide what accusation 
against Paul should be sent to Caesar. 
For, he said, it was unreasonable to 
send a prisoner to Rome without saying 
what crime he was supposed to have 
committed. 

Now read Acts 26:1. When Paul was 
permitted to speak, he again told the 
story of his conversion, and of his° 
call to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
Next we will read Acts 26:19-32. Here 
are questions to answer as we read these 
verses: (1) What message did Paul 
preach in Damascus, and Jerusalem, 
and to the Gentiles? (2) Where did 
Paul get the topics for his sermons? 
(3) What facts about Christ did he tell 
everyone? (4) What did Festus call 
out? (5) What sort of words did Paul 
say that he spoke? (6) What question 
did Paul ask King Agrippa? (7) What 
did Agrippa say to Paul? « (8) What did 
Paul answer? (9) What did the king 
and queen and governor do then? (10) 
What did they decide about Paul? 

How sad that Felix postponed his de- 
cision for Christ! And how sad that 
King Agrippa was almost, instead of 
altogether, persuaded to become a 
Christian! 

Paul the prisoner was happier and 
better off than either of these great 
men, because Paul had Christ. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Before Governors and Kings 
(Acts 26:1, 12-17, 19-23) 
ID you read our continued story 
in Acts 24 and 25? How sharp are 
your eyes to find these names in those 
two chapters? Two governors whose 
names begin with F. (Put the initial 
on the blackboard. Have someone copy 
the names as they are found. Also 
have pupils give any facts they recall 
about people and places mentioned.) 
Felix’s wife D. King A. King A’s sister 
B. Emperor C or A. (His real name 
was Nero; Caesar and Augustus are 
titles.) City’ named for Emperor C. 
High priest A. (This is the third An- 
anias in Acts!) Orator-lawyer T. Cap- 
tain L. Another name for Christians 
beginning with N. 

Now can you build a picture in your 
mind? Put these people in the pic- — 
ture: Governor Festus in his special 
chair. Next to him King Agrippa and 
then Queen Bernice seated on their 
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thrones. Standing behind them and per- 
haps lined up on both sides of the audi- 
torium are the attendants of the gov- 
ernor and the king and .queen, the 
important officers in the army, and the 
leading: men in the city. Then at the 
opposite end of the hall Paul is brought 
in handcuffed to a soldier by a chain: 


Is this another trial for Paul? Not 
exactly. The day before, Governor 
Festus was telling visiting King 


Agrippa ‘about an unusual prisoner he 
had. This prisoner was not accused 
of any ordinary crime, but his people 
were against him because of some kind 
of religious argument and because the 
prisoner claimed that someone named 
Jesus, who had died, was alive. The 
prisoner would not go back to Jeru- 
salem for a trial there, but appealed 
to the Emperor to hear his case. “So 
I am keeping him till I can send him 
on to Caesar,” said Festus. “I’d like to 
hear that man myself,” Agrippa sug- 
gested. “You shall,” replied Festus, “to- 
morrow.” 

Ronald, you stand here for Paul. And 
Neal is the soldier to whom. you are 


‘ chained. George, Kenneth, and Marilyn, 


sit opposite as governor, king, and 
queen. The rest of you stand around 
them; you are the army officers and 
leading men of the city. Festus, 
Agrippa, and Paul need their Bibles. 
Now Festus makes his opening speech 

(Acts 25:24-27. It would be well to 
have the three readers prepared before- 
hand for their parts.) King Agrippa 
(26:1). Do you suppose Paul’s knees 
were shaking as he was called up be- 
fore all these notables? Were you ever 
called in before the principal and other 
teachers to be questioned about some- 
thing? Paul has a wonderful chance 
to tell this king and queen and all the 
rest about the Lord Jesus. So he tells 
them how he found out about the 
Lord Jesus himself (vv. 12-17, 19-23, 27). 
Agrippa (v. 28). 

Almost, but not quite! Oh, Agrippa, 
why don’t you decide now and be sure! 
What about you boys and girls? Are 
you “almost, but not quite” a Chris- 
tian, too? 

For next weék all of you read this 
chapter (26) and the next (27). They 
tell us of storm, shipwreck, and an- 
swered prayer! Paul spoke of the Book 
of the Prophets in the Old Testament. 
Can you remember all their names? Can 
you name all the Books of Letters Paul 
wrote? 

“Be not thou therefore ashamed of 
the testimony of our Lord” (2 Tim. 
1:8, Memory Verse). That is in the 
last Letter that Paul wrote (in time, 
not in Bible order), when he was ex- 
pecting soon to be killed for his testi- 
mony. But he was still not afraid. He 
wrote, “God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind” (v. 7). Per- 
haps you would learn that verse, too, 
for another, star on your bookmark. 
But more especially to help you not to 
be afraid, to speak with God’s power 
and love and good common sense! 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HORTLY after the Apostle Paul had 

received the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour, God said that Paul would 
some day speak for Him to kings, as 
well as to others. The man to whom 
God told this could scarcely believe it 
(see Acts 9:13-15). Had not Paul hated 
the Son of God? Had he not tried 
even to murder those who believed in 
Him? How, then, could such a man 
testify for God before anyone—espe- 
cially before kings? But God, who 
knows everything that will ever hap- 
pen even long before it happens, said 


that it would be so. And God never 
makes a mistake! 

When Paul became a _ missionary, 
many people were not happy to hear 
him speak of the Lord Jesus. So un- 
happy were they, that he was put in 
jail again and again. One of those 
times they took him out of jail and 
right into the king’s presence. Imagine 
that! The Bible tells us that the king 
went to the courtroom “with great 
pomp” (25:23). I suppose there were 
trumpets and horses and guards all 
dressed up for the occasion. There was 
a great deal of parading and, as the 
people saw their king, they bowed low 
to do him honor. So Paul, exactly as 














three 
important 
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recommended 


study 
aids 


¢ 


here’s what 
they are saying 
about these volumes... 


Unger’s Bible Dictionary 
“The volume is to be recommended as a 
«very useful tool for the Bible student, the 
Sunday school teacher, and as of real in- 
terest to the general reader. The breadth 
of coverage is immediately evident when- 
ever one thumbs through it.”—Sunday 
School Times 


Nave’s Study Bible 

“Whoever loves to study the Bible will 
love this book. As one reads a verse, the 
side or bottom margins indicate other 
passages which speak of the same or sim- 
ilar subjects. Example: John 14:13; Jesus 
speaks of praying ‘in my name.’ The bot- 
tom margins then bring: 24 references to 
other Bible passages speaking of the same 
thing, divided into 9 sub-headings. That 
one marginal note would easily take care 
of a half-hour of Bible study or a sermon 
on praying in the name of Jesus.”—Dr. 
Martin Simon, Christian Parent 


Williams’ New Testament 

“While teaching post-graduate Greek class 
and spending the whole year studying 
translations of the New Testament, we be- 
came convinced that Williams’ translation, 
considering all the factors, is the most ac- 
curate and illuminating translation in the 
English language.”—Dr. J. R. Mantey, 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary 
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BEST SELLERS 


that belong in every 


pastor’s study, church 


and school libraries, 
and the home... | 


BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Revised edition. Authoritative ... most 
up-to-date reference volume of its kind. 
7,000 definitions based on all recent 
discoveries and latest evangelical 


arship. Illustrated with over 500 photo- 
‘graphs, drawings, maps. Charts and 
outlines provided throughout the text. 
1,208 pages. $8.95 
NAVE’S 

STUDY BIBLE 

It’s different from the o “chain” 


reference Bible—lists all references for 
each theme in one place—at the bottom 
of the page. Marginal notes break the 
verses into 1,200 topics and 8,000 sub- 
topics. It analyzes the entire Bible—the 
Old as well as the New. Genuine Mo- 
rocco leather, hand grained, lined to 
edges; 6%, x 914g x 1” Shick; printed on 
100% flax India paper; over 1,800 pages. 


$25.00 
WILLIAMS’ 


NEW TESTAMENT 


In the Language of the People 
In the minds of many exacting Greek 
scholars, this is the best peep nae my of 
the New Testament — in the 
lish language today. Sc mag but not at 
the expense of ay aioe ell adapted 
for devotional reading as well as for pri- 
vate Bible study. More than 200,000 cop- 
iessold! Availablein3 bindings. 575 pages. 

Leather (4%” x 7%" x 4”) $6.95 
Cloth binding (5%4" x 7%") $3.75 
Paper binding (5%4"x 7%") $2.25 


Available at Your Christian Bookstore 
MOODY PRESS 


CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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WINDSHIELD STICKERS 


In time of prevailing wickedness and error, it is 
your Christian duty to make a public avowal of 
your faith and allegiance to Christ. Carry wind- 
shield stickers on your automobile. “‘Jesus Never 
«Fails’’; ‘“Ye Must Be Born Again.’’ Free. Send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Atlanta 
Testament “League, P.O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. _ 














EARN EXTRA MONEY 


for yourself, class or other group 


sell TEXTILES by Confidence 
Hosiery — Leotard Tights — Lounging Slippers 
Offering Quality, Comfort and Satisfaction 
Write for free brochure and price list 
TEXTILES BY CONFIDENCE 


Lake Ariel, Penna. 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
’ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You: to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER ‘BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














God had said long before, stood before 
a king—King Agrippa. 

“You are permitted to speak for your- 
self, Paul,” the king declared. 

Missionary Paul, the prisoner, 
stretched out his hand and started to 
speak. The prisoner’s chains rattled and 
clanked as he spoke. “I consider my- 
self fortunate, King Agrippa, that it is 
before you that I am to make my de- 
fense today in regard to all the charges 
brought against me by the Jews,” he 
began. 
what he was like before he became a 
Christian. He emphasized how very 
religious .he had been, being certain 
that the religion of the Jews was the 
only religion. “But one day something 
happened to me,” he continued. Now 
listen as he gives his testimony as to 
how he knows that he was born into 
God’s family. “One day I was on the 
highway to Damascus. I was going 
there to punish the Christian believers. 
Suddenly at noon time, O king, I saw 
a light from heaven—a light even 
brighter than the bright noonday sun. 
It flashed about me and those who were 
traveling with me. We all fell to the 
ground. Then I heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you con- 
tinue to trouble Me?’ I knew at once 
whose voice I heard and asked, ‘Who 
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Then he reminded the king of . 


are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I 
am Jesus whom you are persecuting.’ 
Then the Lord Jesus Himself told me 
that He had chosen me to serve Him 
and to speak for Him. Ever since then 
my whole life has been changed.” So 
wonderfully did missionary Paul testify 
that day, that the king exclaimed, “Al- 
most you persuade me to be a Chris- 
tian.” Are you going to testify for the 
Lord Jesus this week? I hope so. 

Among Us Teachers: Are your chil- 
dren acquainted with the delightful 
custom of testifying? It is good to give 
them opportunities in class to tell some- 
thing that the Lord has done for them. 
Usually ‘it is best to encourage them to 
tell some new thing that He has done. 
If the previous week’s lesson was de- 
signed to encourage the children to wit- 
ness, let them tell some experience that 
they had when witnessing during the 
week. This will be a good opportunity 
to review the lesson of the week before. 

The discerning teacher will seek to 
confine the testimonies to the born- 
again children. However, this must be 
done with great care and wisdom. The 
Lord will give you that wisdom. If a 
child who, so, far as you know has 
never made a profession of Christ, 
wants to testify, you will let him do so, 
of course. Usually it is only the re- 
deemed who are eager to say something 
during testimony time. 

As an introduction to this week’s les- 
son, why not encourage the pupils to 
tell what their experience was at the 
time that they were born into the fam- 
ily of God? Paul’s conversion is re- 
corded three times in the Book of Acts. 
He refers to it again in the third chap- 
ter of Philippians and also in 1 Tim- 
othy. The Psaimist exclaimed, “Let the 
rédeemed of the Lord say so” (Psa. 
107:2). It behooves us, therefore, to 
teach our Primaries to testify. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents’ a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Fearless Believers.—For God hath not 

given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind (2 Tim. 1:7, Golden Text). In 
“The Land Beyond the Nile,” Malcolm 
Forsberg tells of the Uduks with whom 
he and his wife worked in the Sudan: 
“We had two German Doctors here re- 
cently. . . They were interested in 
applying some psychological tests to the 
Uduk people. . . . They said that fear 
is the basic emotion in a primitive 
people like the Uduks. Then one day 
they said they had found a group of 
people here in whom the absence of_ 
fear was phenomenal. They were the 
believers!”—Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


One Who Answers for Us.—Paul ... 
answered for himself (Acts 26:1). Paul 
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was prepared to answer for himself to 
King Agrippa, but he would never have 
answered for himself to God. He would 
have said as he did to the Romans, 
“Who art thou that answerest against 
God?” (Rom. 9:20, marg.). Rather he 
would have said with John, “We have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.” As S. J. Stone 
wrote in his hymn beginning, “Weary 
of earth”: 


Yea, Thou wilt answer for me, righteous Lord; 

Thine all the merits, mine the great reward; 

Thine the sharp thorns, and mine the golden 
trown; 

Mine the life won, and Thine the life laid down, 


—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


All Vanities Renounced.—Whereupon, 
O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19). 
When Baron von Wely renounced his 
title and wealth to become a mission- 
ary in Dutch Guiana and there give 
his life in service, he said: “What to 
me is the title ‘well-born,’ when I have 
been born again in Christ? What to 
me is the title ‘lord,’ when I desire only 
to be a servant of the Lord Christ? 
What to me, to be called ‘Your Grace,’ 
when I have need of God’s grace? All 
these vanities I will away with, and all 
else I will lay at the feet of Jesus, my 
dearest Lord, that I may have no hin- 
drance in serving Him aright.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Action—Not Feeling. But shewed first 
unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts 
of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to God, 
and do works meet for repentance (Acts 
26:20). The unconverted have a false 
idea about repentance; they think God 
is going to make them repent. A man 
once said to his pastor: “Pastor, it has 
never struck me yet.” “What has never 
struck you?” asked the minister. “Well,” 
he replied, “some people it strikes, and 
some it doesn’t. There was a great deal 
of interest in our town a few years 
ago, and some of my. neighbors were 
converted. 
That man thought that repentance was 
coming down some day to strike him 
like lightning. Another expected a chill 
or some other sensation to precede re- 
pentance. But repentance is not a feel- 
ing. It is turning to God from sin. 
One of the best definitions of it was 
given by a soldier. Someone asked him 
if he was converted, and how it came 
to pass. The soldier answered, “The 
Lord said to me, ‘Halt! Attention! Right 
about face! March!’ and that is all 
there was to it."—From Two Hundred 
Select Illustrations. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Power Within.—Having therefore 
obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day (Acts 26:22). We were look- 
ing out over the sea on a rough and 
stormy day. “I have been watching 2a 
steamer,” said someone to me, “fighting 
her way onward in the face of that 
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terrible wind and those high-crested 
waves. How she keeps on her course 
at all is a mystery to me; how does 
she do it?” There was only one answer 
to that question, and I said, “Because 
the power within her enables her to 
overcome the opposing forces without.” 
It is so with God’s children. They are 
hindered by obstacles, thwarted by the 
keen cutting winds of misfortune; buf- 
feted and bruised by the surging waves 
of sorrow, 
hopes; and we wonder how they can 
keep on their course so bravely and 
brightly. They hold the secret in their 
hearts; they are conscious of a power 
within, one which is not theirs by 
nature. They have learned to say with 
St. Paul, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.”—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Mad Enough To Bite—As he thus 
spake for himself, Festus said with a 
loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thy- 
self (Acts 26:24). George Whitefield, 
contemporary to John Wesley, was a 
greatly used preacher who enjoyed 
great blessings from God in his life and 
ministry. In his giving he seemed to 
be extravagant. Whenever a man gives 
“hilariously” to the Lord, there are al- 
ways some to criticize; thus some said 
of Whitefield, “He is quite mad; he is 
giving away so much.” A wise bishop 
who had been watching Whitefield’s 
ministry, said in answer, “I hope he 
will bite others and make them mad, 
too."—From The Prairie Overcomer. 
Sent. by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


Converted by a “Mad Man.”—I .am 
not mad, most noble Festus; but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness 
(Acts 26:25). The following story is 
found in Hanna’s “Memoirs of Dr. 
Thomas Chalmers.” “A gentleman and 
his wife, one Sabbath, going to church in 
Glasgow, met a friend who spake to 
them and inquired where they were 
going. They said, ‘To hear Dr. Chal- 
mers.’ He said, ‘What! to hear that mad 
man?’ They said that if he would 
agree to go with them, after that, if he 
persisted in talking in such a manner 
of him, they would never dispute the 
matter with him again. He accom- 
panied them; and, singular to relate, it 
happened that when Dr. Chalmers en- 
tered the pulpit that day, he gave out 
as his text, ‘I am not mad, most noble 
Festus; but speak forth the words of 
truth. and soberness,’ and the gentle- 
man from that day became a changed 
Mman—a convert to evangelical Chris- 
tianity—From the British Weekly. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 
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Fear not, Christian; Jesus is with thee. 
In all thy fiery trials, His presence is 
both thy comfort and safety. He will 
never leave one whom He has chosen 
for His own. “Fear not, for I am with 
thee,” is His sure word of promise to 
His chosen ones in “the furnace of 
affliction.”—C. H. Spurgeon. 
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bereavement, disappointed . 


5 NIGERIANS SPEAK 


in the film 


“THAT THESE MAY KNOW") 





GZ 
16 mm sound + color + 15 minutes 


Write: avrrep a. KUNZ, International Director 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
49 HONECK STREET, ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


A thrilling close-up 
of Pocket Testament 
League’s nation-wide 
Scripture distribution 
and evangelistic cam- 
paigns including the 
Moslem areas of Afri- 
ca, one of the battle- 
fields of freedom in 
our generation. 


AVAILABLE ON A FREE- 
WILL OFFERING BASIS 














The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 13 
2. Is Your Speech an Ill Wind? 
(Jas. 3:1-13) , 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
ONTINUING the simile of March 
winds, which has been suggested as 
the over-all theme for four topics of 
which this week’s is the second, we 
may liken the sharp, cold, and cutting 
qualities often found in March winds 
to the sharpness and cutting ability of 
the uncontrolled tongue. James’s sol- 
emn words about the evils of an un- 
ruly tongue (3:1-13) are to be the 
basis for our discussion. 
ge 
James begins in these verses by warn- 
ing against a readiness to be a know-it- 
all. “Be not many masters” (v. 1) per- 
haps might be better rendered, “Be not 
many teachers,” or “teachers of many 
things.” The Lord Jesus condemned 
the scribes and the Pharisees for de- 
siring to be greeted in the market 
places with “Rabbi, Rabbi” (Matt. 23: 
1-12). Even His own disciples were 
instructed not to seek the title of 
“Rabbi” or “Master,” “for one is your 
master, even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren.” Even when we have diffi- 
culty recognizing in ourselves a dispo- 
sition to speak too quickly and freely, 
we are quick to notice those who are 
ready to voice their opinions and to 
give “authoritative” judgment on al- 
most any topic that arises. Humility, 
and even common courtesy, should 
prompt us to wait to express our opin- 
ion until it is asked for, and to be slow 
to try to “instruct” others. A manu- 
facturer of fountain pens used to in- 
clude in the instructions sent with his 
pens this caution, “When this pen writes 
too freely, it is a sign that it is nearly 
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empty.” This has a human application 


also. 

we 

James recognized his own weakness 

when he wrote, “For in many things 
we offend all” (v. 2), or, better, “We 
all offend:” “If any man offend not 
in word,” he continues, “the same is a 
perfect man, and able also to bridle 
the whole body” (v. 2). When we re- 
member that Moses, the meekest man 
who ever lived, was tripped up by his 
own tongue (Num. 20:7-12), it should 
make us careful of the words we speak. 

4 

Three comparisons of the tongue that 

James gives us show its exceeding im- 
portance in the life of the Christian. 
First, it is likened ‘to a bit that is used 
to control a horse; then it is likened to 
a rudder by which a ship is steered. 
Although small in size, these devices 
control the movements of the much 
larger horse and the ship. There is 
the suggestion here that the mastery is 
gained by self-discipline. The third 
comparison, which likens the tongue to 
a great conflagration, warns of the dan- 
ger in a situation that can quickly get 
beyond control. Only a word, thought- 
lessly or unwisely spoken can set a whole 
situation ablaze. We might render this 
third comparison as “Behold, how great 
a forest a little spark kindleth.” 

ye 


A woman much given to a loose 
tongue is said to have gone to her 
pastor for help. He decided to teach 
her a needed lesson. He gave her a 
large bag filled with feathers and told 
her to scatter them along the way as 
she went home, and then 4o return to 
him the following day. When she came 
again, he said to her, “Now take your 
bag and collect all the feathers you 
scattered yesterday.” “Why, that is im- 
possible,” said the woman, “for the 
wind has blown them hither and thither 
and I can never catch up with them.” 
“Just so” was the reply, “neither can 
you hope to catch up with the careless 
and bitter’ words you have been scat- 
tering.” 
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One helpful practice that may check 
us before we speak thoughtlessly, or 
unkindly, or presumptuously is to ask 
ourselves the question, “Is it true; is ‘it 
kind; is it necessary?” If the answer to 
any of these is No, then it is best to keep 
silence. 


ve 


“Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth; keep the door of my lips” 
(Psa. 141:3) was the prayer of the 
Psalmist, and it may well be our prayer. 
No man can tame the tongue, James 
tells us (v. 8). But God can, if we will 
yield ourselves to Him and let His Holy 
Spirit produce in us the fruit of the 
Spirit, which includes the control of 
self by His direction and by the 
strength He supplies. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 


At the Feet of Christ 
(Continued from page 163) 


takers in His work of salvation and 
reconciliation. The blessing that we in 
turn receive from Him is out of all pro- 
portion to what .we may have given to 
Him or have given up for Him. Let us 
pray that the Holy Spirit may lead us 
all on into the meaning of such giving 
and then into the actual presenting to 
God that which is well-pleasing, and 
in receiving from Him an abundant 
and marvelous blessing, - You will re- 
member those earnest words of the 
Apostle Paul, “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which’ is 
your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 
As we think of how He gave Himself 
for us in order to redeem us from the 
penalty and power of our sins, in hum- 
ble gratitude can we do less than pre- 
sent ourselves in joyful surrender to 
Him, which is indeed our reasonable and 
rational service? 

Mary was at the feet of Jesus Christ 
in order to prove to Him how much she 
appreciated the blessings that she had 
received through His friendship, Have 
you ever taken the time to do that? 
Let us ask ourselves quietly and very 
frankly just how much Jesus Christ 
means to us. Is He your Saviour? Is 
He your .Lord? Have you definitely 
accepted Him as such? If so, think of 
what it. cost Him, and, in reverent and 
humble gratitude, present yourself to 
Him, asking Him to do with you what 
He wills. If you have not so accepted 
Him, will you not do so now? 


PraYeErR: Our Father who art in heaven, 
again we acknowledge that all we have 
and are comes from Thee, through Thy 
grace, and because of Thy Son, who 
loved us and gave Himself for us. 
Teach us, we pray, to present ourselves 
to Thee more wholeheartedly and with 
joy, that Thou mayest be well pleased 
in us and mayest find satisfaction in 
our daily lives. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

(To be continued) 
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With the New Books 


Practical Christian Ethics. By C. B. 
Eavey. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.), A book long 
overdue has at last come from the press. 
Dr. Eavey has come to grips with the 
practical aspects of Christian ethical 
living, systematically applying princi- 
ples of Christian ethics to conduct. 
Some of the things considered in this 
book are: “The Christian and Duty,” 
“Duties to God,” “Duties to Others,” 
“Duties of Married and Family Life,” 
“Duties to the Church,” and many 
others aspects of this important subject. 
Every Christian ought to read this book. 
Mr. Eavey was chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Education and Psychology, 
Wheaton College. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 7 to 13 


Mon.—Acts 24:1-9. Paul Accused. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have found 
this man a pestilent fellow, and a 
mover of sedition among all the Jews 
throughout the world, and a ringleader 
of the sect of the Nazarenes.” The 
apostle had the experience the Lord 
had said would be a happy one (Luke 
6:22, 23). His name was cast out as 
evil, and he was the filth and the off- 
scouring of the world. Expect severe 
and unkind words from people who 
are hostile toward your Lord. “The 
wicked hate the righteous.” Remember 
you, too, were once in bad company (see 
Titus 3:3). Take abuse without com- 
plaint; just remember you're a saint. 
Pray for the Woman’s Union Missionary 
Society of America, New York. 


Tues.—Acts 24:10-21. 
On Trial Before Felix. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Neither can 
they prove the things whereof they 
now accuse me.” Lawyer Tertullus re- 
vealed his nature right away. Paul got 
through with his defense and showed 
Felix some common sense. Every sit- 
uation in Paul’s experience was a good 
providence. It afforded opportunity to 
witness for his Lord. Wicked men can 
do nothing against God’s truth. We 
keep the cause. Each of your troubles, 
too, ought to be a Romans 8:28 ex- 
perience. Pray for The Evangelical Al- 
liance Mission, Chicago. 


Wed.—Acts 24:22-27. 
Preaching to the Governor. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When Felix 
came with his wife Drusilla, which was a 
Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him 
concerning the faith in Christ.” Thus 
Paul was brought “before governors 
and kings” for the Lord’s sake, “for a 
testimony against them and the Gen- 
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tiles” (Matt. 10:18). Think of the 
long blessing Paul’s trials have been 
Christians. Fruitage from woes result. 
ing from. Christian obedience wif 
amaze you. Joseph and Job, Peter anj 
Paul, and all the martyrs of the Church 
are now blessing God for their suffer. 
ings for the sake of Christ and His 
Gospel. Dry your tears, Heaven near 
Pray for the South Africa General Mis. 
sion, Brooklyn, New York. 


Thurs.—Acts 25:1-8. 
Paul’s Defense Before Festus, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He answered for 
himself, Neither against the law of the 
Jews, neither against the temple, nor 
yet against Caesar, have I offended any 
thing at all.” Paul’s testimony pleased 
neither Festus nor the Jews, but it did 
please God. God moved Paul dlong a 
providential path to Rome that he 
might bring to the Romans the “fulness 
of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ" 
(Rom. -15:29). Let the Lord. be you 
defender. He will bless if you caress 
His will. Pray for the Ramabai Mukti 
Mission, Philadelphia. 


Fri—Acts 25:9-22. 
Paul’s Appeal to Caesar. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I appeal unto 
Caesar.” Paul preferred the “supreme 
court” at Rome to trial by city author- 
ities where hostilities were definitely 
bitter. In bad choices we seléct what 
seems the best. , If you happen to be 
mistaken in your choices, there is an 
overruling providence that gives peace 
in problems and perils. Trust God and 
let Him make a pattern out of your 
confusion. I looked long and hard at 
the prison in Rome where Paul was 
confined, but Paul has quite forgotten 
all that by now. Pray for the Oriental 
Boat Mission, Chicago. 


Sat.—Acts 26:1-8, 22, 23. 
The Hearing Before Agrippa. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then Agrippa 
said unto Festus . . . To morrow, said 
he, thou shalt hear him. ... And when 
they had gone aside, they talked be- 
tween themselves, saying, This man 
doeth nothing worthy of death or of 
bonds” (25:22; 26:31, 32). Did Paul 
make a mistake in appealing to Caesar? 
If so, it was a mistake of the head and 
not of the heart. At any rate his ap- 
peal resulted in official judgment in his 
favor. All in all his case has worked 
out for the glory of God and Paul's 
honor. Do your best and leave con- 
sequences with the Lord. Pray for the 
Arctic Missions, Inc., Portland, Oreg. 


Sun.—Acts 26:24-32. Agrippa’s Response. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This man might 
have been set at liberty, if he had not 
appealed unto Caesar.” Do not lament 
over past actions which now lie beyond 
remedy. We all know that the hap- 
penings on Paul’s voyage to Rome 
worked out well. His epistles written 
to churches from Rome have all been 
immense blessings to the church. Do 
not cry over broken pottery. Trust 
God for your tomorrows, and ask Him 
to forgive your yesterdays. Pray for 
Berean Mission, Inc., Saint Louis. 
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